
Dear Friends, 

Christmas is fast approaching and by the time you are reading this it will be even closer.  Have you ever 
wondered what people of other religions make of Christmas?  I mean people who have been brought up 
as Jews or Moslems or Hindus or Buddhists.  They look on our Christmas celebrations from the outside, 
whereas we participate on the inside.  So what do they think we are doing? 

Many must regard it as a massive commercial festival.  In Louisa Alcott’s Little Women, Jo grumbles, 
“Christmas won’t be Christmas without any presents.”  We like to give each other gifts at the festive sea-
son.  Perhaps we could justify it by saying that we are following the example of the Wise Men with their 
gifts to the Infant Jesus.  But I do wonder if the whole thing has got out of hand.  Christmas merchandise 
is on sale from September.  Many of the big stores are dependent for their very survival on good results 
in the lead-up to Christmas.  In recent years they have had to introduce their annual sales ever earlier 
and Black Friday which started across the pond has become a highlight for bargain-hunters in this coun-
try.  

Some folk of other faiths may see Christmas as a family festival and they would not be entirely wrong.  
In the first royal Christmas Day broadcast King George V described Christmas as the festival of the fam-
ily.  It is a time when we like to gather with our loved ones, exchange gifts and share a sumptuous ban-
quet round the table.  There may be peals of laughter as we pull crackers or joke about someone’s 
Christmas jumper.  However, we should spare a thought for those whose hearts ache because a loved 
one is no longer there to join in the celebrations.  Family is important in Christian thinking and Christmas 
is a time to focus on that as we remember the Holy Family. 

Of course Christmas is essentially a religious festival.  I am indebted to James Simpson and his book All 
About Christmas for the following story.  There was once a teacher organising the erection of a nativity 
scene in her classroom.  Real straw was spread across the floor and clay figures of Mary, Joseph, the 
shepherds, the wise men and the animals were placed in front of a small crib in which a tiny doll lay to 
represent the baby Jesus.  A little boy kept staring at the scene with a puzzled expression on his face.  
Eventually the teacher asked him if anything was wrong.  He replied, “What I’d like to know is, where 
does God fit in?” 

That is a question we could all ask this 
approaching Christmas season.  Where is 
God when we get caught up in the crowds 
doing Christmas shopping?  Where is God 
when we feel under pressure to prepare a 
special meal?  You will find details else-
where in the Herald of special services 
which the Church will be holding this 
Christmastide where hopefully you may 
be able to find God.  

I wish you all a meaningful and joyful cele-
bration of Christmas this year. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Rev. Dr. Alistair N. Shaw 

        St. Paul’s Church, Christmas Eve 2018 
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CHURCH CALENDAR 
 
December 2019 

1st 11.00 am  Service of Holy Communion 

 

15th 3.30 p.m Afternoon of Christmas Carols 

         followed by mulled wine & mince pies  

       

22nd 11.00 am Christmas Family Service 

    With Nativity by Junior Drama 

 

24th  7.00 pm Christingle Service 

 11.15 pm  Christmas Eve Watchnight Service 

      followed by Soup Supper 

 

25th  11.00 am  Christmas Day Family Service 

       Children Bring a Toy 

 11.45 am Christmas Day Communion 

29th 11.00 am Christmas Carols and their Stories 

 

 

 

January 2020 

5th  11.00 am Service 

  12 noon  New Year Communion 

February 2020 

2nd  12 noon  Monthly Communion Service 

 

18th 7.00 pm Kirk Session Meeting 

 

23rd 12 noon Stated Annual Meeting of Congregation 

March 2020 

1st 11.00 am Service of Holy Communion 

April 2020 

12th           Easter Day 

Colin Mackenzie attended St Paul’s Sunday School whilst growing up and was a regular at church events along 
with his mum Jane and younger brother Logan.  Colin, now 21 is enjoying working full time after seizing the op-
portunity to be part of a new training programme.  Our local newspaper covered this story a few weeks ago. 

 
Article from Johnstone Gazette (September 2019) 
 
A JOHNSTONE man who completed a revolutionary training programme 
for people with disabilities has been given the royal seal of approval.   
 
In 2016, Colin McKenzie became the first graduate of the DFN charity’s 
Project SEARCH Renfrewshire and his efforts were rewarded with an 
invite to the Queen’s Garden Party in Edinburgh this year.   
 
After passing the course with flying colours the 21-year-old has now se-
cured full-time employment with Renfrewshire Council as a cleaner. He 

said: “I enjoyed my placements as part of DFN Project SEARCH and I am still here now as a result. Every day 
is different, and I really look forward to coming into work every single day. “I get my tasks for the day and I get 
to work. At lunchtime I do my rubbish run which is my favourite. 
 
 “I have learned a great deal along the way, and I have noticed a real difference in myself.  “Most notably, I 
have learned how to ask for help when I am struggling with things, and I have a great support network around 
me. “It is great to have a job that I enjoy doing. I have gained more confidence and I’ve come out of my shell – 
and now talk a lot more.” 



CHURCH CLEANING 

Our cleaning teams are once again short of volunteers and we would appeal to 
any ladies or gentlemen who can spare a couple of hours on a Friday or a Sat-
urday morning to offer their assistance. 

Your help would only be required once a month for approximately two hours 
and no heavy lifting or climbing on step ladders would be involved. 

We all appreciate the work carried out by the cleaning teams in keeping our building spic and span and we thank 
them most sincerely for doing this in their precious spare time. 

Anyone who feels that they can help out should leave their contact details wth any duty elder in the vestibule. 

Your help would be much appreciated. 

The Property Committee  

CHURCH REGISTER 

Funerals 

 

Mrs. Helen McInulty, 7 Gowanbank Gardens, Johnstone. 

Date of Death   :   Saturday, 14th September, 2019.  Date of Funeral  : Wednesday, 25th September, 2019. 

 

Mrs. Anne Irvine, 2 Ramsay Crescent, Kilbarchan. 

Date of Death   :   Friday, 27th September, 2019.  Date of Funeral  :  Monday, 7th October, 2019. 

 

Mrs. Jenny Grant, 8 Rowantree Road, Johnstone.       

Date of Death   :   Sunday, 29th September, 2019.  Date of Funeral  :  Tuesday, 8th October, 2019.   

 

Mrs. Isabella McLellan, 702 Ritchie Park, Johnstone. 

Date of Death   :   Saturday, 19th October, 2019.  Date of Funeral  :  Tuesday, 29th October, 2019.  

CHURCH FLOWERS 

Once again all the dates on the flower list were filled during 2019. 

Thank you to all who gave generously each week to ensure that we have two floral ar-
rangements to send out to those who are in our thoughts because of illness, bereavement 
or a time of celebration. 

The flowers are always gratefully received and much appreciated. 

Many thanks also to those who deliver the flowers every week. 

The Flower List for 2020 will be in the vestibule from the beginning of December. 

    Anne Brown  



 
The Anchor Boys have 11 boys at the moment who come 
along regularly on a Wednesday night and have been busy 
with our new program which encourages the boys to get to 

know each other with games and craft they even did  portraits 
of each other on paper plates and biscuits  

The Junior Section are also doing well with 15 boys in regular 
attendance and working on the new BB program with new 
badges to achieve . 

We recently sent along 3 teams to the battalion tenpin bowling 
competition where 22 teams took part and, although we didn’t 
win, we managed to get a 4th place with team C and our A and 
B team coming in 9th & 10th 

In the individual scores Ewan Courtney won a bronze medal 
for 3rd place with a score of 109.  
 
 

 

Step Up Challenge for St Vincent’s Hospice  

 

On the 1st September some of the anchors and the juniors 
from our Boy’s Brigade, along with the parents and Pippa the 
dog, took part in Step Up for St Vincent’s Hospice to raise 
some much needed funds for such a worthwhile cause.  The 
walk took place down at Castle Semple Country Park in Loch-
winnoch and was 10k in length, which took in the woodland 
walk, along the water and many other parts.  

Everyone who took part had a great day, made even better by 
the fact the we raised £500 for the hospice. We presented the 
cheque to the hospice on Wednesday 23rd of October.  

We would like to say a huge thank you to everyone that took 
part and those who sponsored any of us taking part, it is very 
much appreciated and we couldn’t of done it without you.  

 

1st Johnstone Girls Brigade 

1st Johnstone Girls Brigade have seen a boost in numbers this year – our numbers 
have gone up to about 30 girls attending each Tuesday evening and I think we have 
to thank the local primary schools for putting our leaflets in the girls schoolbags. 

Badge work is well underway and we are looking forward to the session ahead. 

Our first fundraiser on Saturday 2nd Nov was a sponsored walk along the Lochwin-
noch cycle path and was well supported. . 

We now have a parents fundraising committee and they are working very hard on the Company’s behalf. 

The officers, girls and some of the parents are going to Theatre Royal Glasgow to see a production of Shrek 
and are really looking forward to this. 

The annual Youth Service is being held this year on 24th November and we hope to celebrate our 70th anniver-
sary as a company on this occasion. 



Well we started back in September and we have been kept busy.   

We have 29 Brownies, 10 Guides and 24 Rainbow with a waiting list on our 
Brownies and Rainbows.  We are expecting to have 8 Brownie move to Guides 
after Christmas. 

Some of our Brownies and Guides had a fun filled couple of days in Blackpool at the start of October.  This was 
organised by a team of leaders for all of Renfrewshire Guiding to have a sleepover for the girls in Blackpool cir-
cus. 

We left early on the Saturday morning with 
15 girls and joined another 70 girls plus 
leaders and travelled to Blackpool in two 
coaches.  We visited Madam Tussauds, 
Sea life Centre, Dino Golf, we had our din-
ner in Harry Ramsden’s and then watched 
the Tower Circus.  Once the Circus finished 
the girls got to set up their beds in the cir-
cus ring.  On Sunday morning we were due 
to go up the Tower but unfortunately it was 
so windy and wet that it had to be cancelled 

so we got to see round the magnificent Tower Ballroom and have group photographs taken there, then we did 
the tower 4D Experience ride which was fantastic.   

After some quick shopping to get souvenirs, presents and lunch to take on the bus we were homeward bound 
by 11:30 and arrived home at 4:00.  The girls and leaders all had a ball.  Maybe the only thing the leaders would 
have changed was more sleep!! 

At the time of writing this we are planning out Halloween parties this week for the 3 sections and this is expected 
to be a fun filled night with all the activities that are planned. 

We will be finishing the year with our Christmas Parties and hope that Santa will manage to fit in a visit for us.  
But just in case he is busy the Rainbows have booked a special visit to South Newton Saturday 14th December.  
South Newton is being transformed into Santa Land and 20 of our Rainbows will get to meet Santa and his spe-
cial Reindeer and make some crafts.  I am sure this will be a great experience for our Rainbows especially so 
near to Christmas. 

The Brownies, Guides and Rainbows hope everyone at St Pauls has a wonderful Christmas and wishes you all 
the very best for 2020  

St. Paul’s Junior Drama 

       
St. Paul’s Church,  

Quarrelton Road,  

Johnstone,  

Friday 13th December 
2019 at 7.30 pm 

Ticket £5  

including light supper 



 An update from St. Paul’s Church Treasurer 

 

I hope everybody is well and now on the way to finishing off their Christmas 
shopping and beginning to enjoy the finer things of the season. 

I am conscious that I have not provided a report in the Herald for some time 
now and thought I would take this opportunity to update you all on the presentation that I gave during the June 
Communion. 

My main concern was that our direct giving has been falling short of budget and we were more and more relying 
on the great work that is being done by our Ways and Means committee in the form of fundraising events, how-
ever, I feel that is a dangerous route to go down and I need to be in a position to produce a budget each year 
based on what is received on a regular basis and not from special events.  

At that time, I highlighted that a large percentage of members who are on direct debit for Gift Aid have not in-
creased their contributions over the last few years, with many remaining the same for more than 5 years. If eve-
ryone who participates in the scheme were able to increase their giving by even £1or £2 per month this would 
make a dramatic difference over the year, an increase of £1,250 to £2,500 per annum. 

A summary of the response now shows that, to date, we have a total of 107 contributors to Gift Aid, either by 
envelope or standing order. So far 24 (22.5%) of these members have increased their level of giving. On the 
WFO side there are 31 of the 43 issued sets of envelopes used, of which 1 has increased. In addition, a further 
8 members contribute via standing order, of which 2 have been increased. 

Overall, I think it is a reasonable response, but my main concern is that there are still members and trustees 
who do not contribute to either of the direct giving options. I am also aware that there is a limit to what anyone 
can give and appreciate everyone’s contributions big or small, all I ask is that where possible, every penny 
counts.  

Please do not take these comments in any way as a reflection of a poor financial position of the Church, far from 
it, merely as my personal view as your treasurer on how we need to maintain that position. 

I have also been asked to highlight the returns of some of the retiring offerings, either for special events or fol-
lowing quarterly communions. I do post the replies received from Charities who have been the beneficiaries of 
these gifts, however, I am sure that most people may not look at the notice board, so please find below the to-
tals for the year so far. 

 

March Communion – Malawi Farmers - £257.27 

June Communion – Inverclyde Family Centre - £177.98 

October Communion – Adams House - £231.10 

Harvest – Glasgow City Mission - £237.00 

 

 

Many thanks for your continued support and on behalf of myself and my family I would like to wish each one of 
you a very Merry Christmas. 

Ian Macphee 

Treasurer 



St. Paul’s Junior Drama 
After the success of the Junior Production of Aladdin in June, we 
had a well earned break during the Summer Months.  The cast all 
attended the Cinema to see the new Disney version of Aladdin 
and they all thoroughly enjoyed it. 

We started back rehearsals at the beginning of September and 
were shocked to have 35 children turn up to join with the majority 
of the children from last year coming back. We have decided to 
put on a Christmas Concert in the Church on Friday 13th Decem-
ber at 7.30 pm, tickets costing £5 which includes a light supper 
and will be on sale very soon. Please see Wendy Young or Linda 
Rae for tickets at the morning services. 

The children are all very excited to be taking part in this year’s Na-
tivity Play which will be during the Christmas Service on Sunday 
22nd December. 

Love Actually  
 
Every Boxing Day people across the land resolve that next Christmas will be different. In January, when the bills 
arrive, they promise that next Christmas will be simpler, less indulgent and cheaper.  According to Money Super-
market, almost 10% of people will still be paying for Christmas well into next year.  Perhaps next year,by refusing 
to conform to every tradition and everyone’s expectations, we will recapture the wonder, the magic and the awe of 
Christmas and ‘remember what it’s all about’. 
 
November magazines include articles on how to approach Christmas – ‘Twenty Six Ways to Simplify Christmas’; 
or ‘Five Reasons Why I’m Not Simplifying Christmas’.  There are some radical work-saving, stress-busting, money
-saving strategies out there.  One woman recommends leaving the Christmas tree fully decorated all year.  Hers 
has been in the corner of the sitting room, festooned in tinsel, baubles, lights and all, for sixteen years.  It’s true.  
For most of the year it is wrapped in sheets with the reminder, ‘Do not open until December’. 
 
Perhaps, after all, even on Christmas Day, reflecting on how simple or how lavish it has been is to miss the point.  
Maybe, as we approach Christmas, we do not need a to-do-list and a credit card so much as a Grinch-like revela-
tion: 
 
‘Then the Grinch thought of something he hadn't before!  
What if Christmas, he thought, doesn't come from a store?  
What if Christmas ... perhaps ... means a little bit more!’ 
(Dr Seuss, How the Grinch Stole Christmas!) 
 
A German proverb goes: ‘The main thing is that the main thing remains the main thing’.That seems a pretty good 
definition of simplicity to me: recognising the extraneous and superfluous for what it isand focusing on ‘the main 
thing’.  Authentic simplicity has to be an inward reality before it bears the fruit of an outward lifestyle.  Attempts to 
create the outer beauty without the inner actuality are doomed to legalism and frustration.   
 
‘The main thing’ is to recognise the significance of that first Christmas, the Nativity. The birth of Jesus Christ was 
marked by astonishing simplicity.  The highpoint of history, the climax of eternity, was not marked with grandeur, 
pomp and pageant.  Rather, a pregnant teenager had no option but to deliver her child in the stark and smelly sur-
roundings of a stable, the only warmth provided by the body heat of sheltering animals.  The first visitors were 
shepherds, who were considered the lowest of the low.  Jesus, the Bible tells us, did not come with majesty and 
opulence, but ‘full of grace and truth’, to reveal God – a God who is love – and to bridge the gap between us and 
that lavishly loving God. 
 
Christmas is ultimately about love ... actually.  As Christina Rossetti’scarol puts it, ‘Love came down at Christmas, 
Love all lovely, Love divine; Love was born at Christmas.’  Perhaps, as we make our plans, we should be less 
concerned with how simple or extravagant our Christmas will be.  Perhaps the touchstone of all that we do should 
be love: and how we respond to the extravagant love of God and how we love those around us. 
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This newsletter is for all of St Paul’s congregation.  If you have any thing that you would like to share, like family 
celebrations, news,  photos from past events in the church or other items lf interest, please email or phone the  
editor.  Thank you. 


